
RICH TOWNSHIP DISTRICT 227


OPERATION SNOWBALL


SNOWBALL I
           It’s About to Get Real

MARCH 4, 5, 6, AND 7, 2010
OPERATION SNOWBALL IS:

*
a weekend retreat sponsored by Rich Township High School District 227 for the students, parents, and staff of the district.

*
founded on the belief that with accurate information and an understanding of oneself every person has the ability to make sound decisions regarding his or her life.

*
a program focusing on prevention through education and emotional growth by promoting personal and social development.

*
youth oriented and youth centered but is open to both youth and adults who share a common purpose and commitment to improving the quality of life for today's teenagers.

*
a program emphasizing teens helping teens.


PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Information is presented in large group general sessions or in smaller groups called "mini-workshops".  After each general session and mini-workshop, participants meet in their "Small Group" to discuss the information and its implications on their lives.  The same small group meets throughout the weekend, and it is here where many thoughts and feelings are shared.  Each small group is co-facilitated by trained adults and teens.

The topics may include: Diversity, Alcohol and other Drug Prevention, Taking Snowball Home, Teen Sexuality, and Personal Stories.

PARTICIPANTS

Any Rich Township H.S. student who hasn't previously participated in Operation Snowball may register.  Participants must agree to follow all OPERATION SNOWBALL AND CAMP MANITOQUA rules.  They must be willing to follow the schedule of activities, to attend all of the sessions, and to participate in the program for its duration.  Participants should NOT be in need of emotional or substance abuse treatment.  OPERATION SNOWBALL is a PREVENTION program.  It does NOT provide therapy/counseling.

FACILITIES

Camp Manitoqua is located at 8122 West Sauk Trail in Frankfort, Illinois.  Participants will be housed in carpeted, heated cabins, and will sleep on bunk beds (bedding must be provided by participant).  Seven meals will be served beginning with breakfast on Friday, March 5th.

In case of an emergency, the Snowball staff can be reached at (815) 469-2319.  Visitors will NOT be allowed during the weekend.

TURN IN APPLICATIONS TO FRONT DESK -

BY MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH - EARLY BIRD DISCOUNT
BY FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH - FULL PRICE
TRANSPORTATION

The parents or guardians of each participant are responsible for providing transportation to and from Camp Manitoqua.  Please arrive at the camp Thursday, March 4th, between 6:00 and 6:30 p.m.
FAMILY DAY - Sunday, March 7th.

Family day gives the families of the participants an opportunity to better their understanding of OPERATION SNOWBALL.   We feel that OPERATION SNOWBALL may be one of the most powerful and enriching programs that teens will experience during high school.  Because OPERATION SNOWBALL stresses the importance of the family, we want to encourage the entire family to attend the family portion of the program.  It is vital for parents to attend if they truly would like some insight into what your teen has experienced.  We feel this so strongly that we would like to make it a requirement for your teen's participation, but we understand that there may be some very important conflicts that cannot be avoided. 

The family day program on Sunday is scheduled as follows:

11:00 - 11:30
Parent Presentation:  "What to Expect From Your Snowballer"

11:30 - 12:15
Snowball in Review

FEES

The total cost for the weekend is $90.00 - $80.00 for early bird registration on or before February 8th.  This fee includes food, lodging, workshop materials, a shirt, and a group photograph.  Participants must provide their own sleeping bags (or other bedding), towels, and personal articles.  Some partial scholarships are available.  If you would like more information about scholarships, contact Maureen O’Hara.  REFUNDS:  NO refunds will be given after Feb. 26, 2010.

PARTICIPANTS SHOULD EAT DINNER BEFORE THEY ARRIVE AT CAMP MANITOQUA ON MARCH 4TH.
THINGS TO BRING:

1.
sleeping bag (or sheets and a blanket) and a pillow (you will be sleeping on a bunk in a heated cabin)

2.
towels, soap, toothpaste, etc...

3.
casual, comfortable clothing (we will be sitting on a carpeted floor for some large groups and small groups) Also, please pack clothes according to the weather report.  We will be traveling from building to building throughout the weekend.

4.
poetry or special readings (optional for Sunrise Sharing)

5.
running/workout clothes (optional for early bird exercisers)

6.
quarters, in case you want to buy pop during meals

7.
six pack or more of individual drinks (NO Cans or Bottles) (If your last name begins with A-L)


one large bag of snacks to share  (If your last name begins with M-Z)
8.
sand chair/beach chair or stadium cushion IS RECOMMENDED(no lawn chairs or camp chairs)

THINGS NOT TO BRING:

1.
TV, radio, mp3 players,  cell phones, etc.

2.
anything expensive

3.
more than $10.00

4.
food, candy,  beverages

5.
cigarettes or any tobacco products

6.
anything illegal

